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An EveningWith Mark Twain!

America’s Greatest Humorist Comes
Alive in an Evening of Wit & Wisdom

The author offheAdventues of ®m SawyerThe
Adventues of Hucklebey Finn, The Prince and the Paupand
dozens of other novels and short stories comes alive!vibicA
Layne has spent over twenty years bringing legendary humorist
and author MarRwain to the stageThe veteran of over 2,000
performances now brings his nationally-known program to
Berrien County on October 16, 2008 at 6:00 p.m. Mav&in
will take the stage at Lake Michigan Colleg&pton Hall in
BentonTownship.

TheThursday night program includes a social haur
sit-down dinnerand the featured performanéey Evening with
Mark Twain. Tickets are $75 each and must be purchased in
advance A table for eight people is $500. Proceeds benefit the
History Center at Courthouse Square. Dinner entree choices are
prime rib of beef, champagne chicken or pasta primavera.

To make reservations fém Evening with Markwain,
call the History Center at (269) 471-1202.

Ernest Hemingway once said that, “All modémerican
literature comes from one book by Mdrkain called Huckle-
berry Finn” One could add many divain’s other books and
short stories to that list, for no one before or since could match
Twain’s characterizations #fmerica and humanity in general. He
once wrote, “Man is a marvelous curiosityhen he is at his
very, very best he is a sort of low grade, nickel-plated angel; at his
worst he is unspeakable, unimaginable; and first and last and all
the time he is a sarcasm.”

Born in Missouri, one of fifteen slave states in the
Union, Samuel Clemens grew up in an environment of racism and
cruel poverty He came to despigenerica’s anti-black culture.

He explored that feeling iHuckleberry Finnperhaps the most
anti-racist work ever written that detractors in later years sought
to have banned because - ironically - they saw it as raeigtin
also opposed vivisection and served for nine years as vice-
president of thAmeicarAnti-lmperialist League.
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McAvoy Layne as MarKwain

(Continued on page 5)
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Dir ector's Comments

By Frances Porter Snyder

Dear Friends,

The colors of autumn are beginning to appear in small patches in
the trees and fieldsWith the changing colors and cooler nights,
we settle in to enjoy more indoor activities. One activity | hope
you will consider is the upcomirtgvening with Mark Wain.

This will be the History Cent&s only fundraiser this fall. Itis
important that the event is successful because the operating funds
that must be generated by the event are necessary to maintain the
site, pay utilities and insurance and provide quality exhibits and
programs.

Speaking of indoors, the History Center stafooking for some
furniture to be used for interpretation in the 1830 Murdock Log
House We are not asking for valuable antiques or artifacts, but
rather items people can sit ofihe first pieces are two wooden
rocking chairs (no padding please) that we will place in front of
the fireplace.We are also looking for a small lamp table, a
kerosene lamp and a braided area Ting. above items should be
a little rustic. If you have any of these items that you no longer
use, please consider a donation to the museum.

We wish to thank the students frémdrews University and
AndrewsAcademy for their assistance with cleaning and mainte-
nance in the courthouse, log house, blacksmith shop and’sherif
residence TheAndrewsAcademy students also worked on the
grounds.As we do not have maintenance &take appreciate

their volunteer dbrt.

We are also grateful to you, Berrien County Historisdocia-

tion members, for continuing to support us throughout the year
We wish you a beautiful, colorful autumn and look forward to
seeing you at future events and programs.

Sincerely

Francie Porter Snyder
Executive Director
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Renovation Begins on the 1860
Berrien County Ofice Building

Renovation and restoration work began in
September on the fire-damaged 1860 Berrien County
Office Building. Pearson Construction of Benton
Harbor won the contract to repair exterior masonry and
create a new roof structure for the building.

A fire, probably started by a vagrant, seriously
damaged the roof of the 148 yadd county building
last OctoberThe vacant building had already urgieme
20th century renovations that gutted nearly all of its
interior, so little of the original building fabric remained
intact. The current repair work allows the History Center
to renovate the building for its future planned use as an
exhibit gallery

Reconstruction work could not begin until the
History Center received an insurance settlement and
architects at Crumlish & Crumlish had designed a new
roof system.Workers then had to remove asbestos and
make soil borings to determine that the foundation could
support the new roof.

Pearson dicials expect the work to take about ~ Workers have removed the rest of the fire-damaged roof and have begun
a month.We should have a new roof to protect the masonry work.
building before winter sets in.

“Remuddling” in the 20th
century converted the
historic building into low-
income apartments. Part of
the project involves
removing non-original walls
to open the interior for use
as an exhibit gallery
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Coming This Fall:
Greetings from & Joseph

The third volume in the History Center*Historic
Photobook” series is slated for release in early December
Greetings fom $. Joseplwill feature hundreds of photographs of
t Ose ’1 scenes throughout the gislong with a narrative study of the
= city’s history Author Robert Myers, the History Center curator
has previously published several books and articles on local
history, includingGreetings fom BuchanamndGreetings fom
Berrien Springs.

Like the earlier books in the seri€eetings fom $.
Historic Photobook Series Josephwill include chapters on the cityearly historytranspor
tation, schools, churches, domestic architecture, industries, and
the downtown.This volume will also include a special chapter on
St. Joseplts many monuments and its cultural institutions.
Photographs have come from the History Césatewn collections
and those of he Heritage Museum and Cultural Centke $.
Joseph Public Librarynd several private collections.

The retail price for this book is still pending. Contact
the History Center at Courthouse Square at (269) 471-1202 to be
placed on a contact list for this new bodke will call or email
you as soon as it arrives from the printer!

New History Book Features Bridgman

The Bridgman/Lak&ownship Historical Society has pub- fB f E e 1: m%: T E.l:p

lished a new boolBridgman-Lake dwnship: The First One Hun- _
dred ears, 1856 —1956The book traces the towmhistory from “The First One Hundred Years
the steam-powered sawmill that GgerBridgman and brothers 1856-1956
Warren and Charles Howe built in 1856, to the lumber camp called
Charlotteville, to the thriving area that became Bridgman and sur
rounding LakeTownship a century laterThe 300-page book is
softbound.

Bridgman-Lake dwnshipcompiles historical information
and photographs submitted by over one hundred past or presen
residents of the area. Betty Ivers edited the book, with help from
Sheila Schroeder and Nina MilleHightlights include histories of
area schools, churches, clubs arghaizations, as well as notable
events like the Communist Raid of 1922.

The $25.00 book is on sale at the Historical Sosetf
fice in the Bridgman Public Librayy#460 Lake 8eet, Bridgman,
MI 49106. The societys ofiice hours arduesdaysla.m.-2 p.m.,
Wednesdays 6 - 8 p.m., and Saturdays 2 - 4@antact the library
through its website, wwilsridgmanlibrarycom, or telephone at (269)

465-3663. Mail orders should add $5.00 for shipping and han- 1.y M |

dling. _ _ y ] ]' ilr : :'#I:I‘-l
The Historical Society has also furnished copies of the [t a0 Ll g

book to the Bridgman Public Librarthe City of Bridgman, Lake i ' e 2By —

Township, and local public and parochial schools.
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New EnglandTour

We enjoyed a great trip to New England! Our ten-
day tour including sites in NeMork, Vermont, New Hamp-
shire and Maine. Cardinal Motorcoach provided the transpor
tation. We're already planning next yéaitrip: a tour of
Savannah, Gegia, and sites in between.

CharlenéAndrews and Gloriddams at ForTiconderoga,
NewYork. The cannon are 18th century originals.

Jim and Donna Priebe take in the print shop at the
Shelburne Museum iermont.

Part of our group heading out on a carriage toyrr
of Maine's Acadia National Park. T

An Evening With Mark Twain

(Continued fom page 1) award-winning documentary
Adventues of Hucklebey Finn
Twalin struggled with many personal tragedies in his lifandA & E’s biography of Mark
His beloved brother Henry (who appearJams’'s half-brother Sid Twain. Laynes home state,
in TheAdventues of Dm Sawyerjvas scalded to death in a Nevada, has bestowed on him its
steamboat explosion. He lost a fortune in bad investments andaward for excellence in school
had to take to the lecture circuit to pay his debts. His dayghterand library services, aridevada
Susy died, followed later by his wife, Olivia, and another daughMagazinehas featured him many
ter, Jean.Twain’s writing turned increasingly bitter in his last  times in its list of top attractions.
years, focusing on greed, cruelty and manhumanity to man.  He has averaged over 100
In 1909,Twain observed that he had been born under performances every year for the
Halley’'s Comet (in 1835) and expected to go out with it. “The past 20 years.

Almighty has said, no doubt: ‘Now here are these two unaccount- “l don’'t assume the .
able freaks; they came in togethiey must go out togeth&r characterthe character assumes Mark Twain in 1874
He died in 1910, with Halleg’Comet blazing overhead. me,” Layne says about perform-

ing. “Once I'm in that white suit, I'm MarKwain in two steps -
McAvoy Layne has made many television and motion if the phone rings before | get out the dats Mark who answers
picture appearances &wsain, including the Discovery Chanrel’ it, not McAvoy.”
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Curator’s Corner

RecentAr tifact Acquisitions

Margaret Cousins Clothing items

Adeline Hackel Books

EllaHauser...........| t. Joseph photographs

Donna Kaiser New Baib area memorabilia

Wayne C. Mann Buchanan High School graduation
outfit

Photograph album

World War Il ration books

Donald FRyman. ... ...
Robert PSherwood . . ..

Ella Hauser recently donated this photograph ofAfikam
Hahn house on Pindr8et in $.Joseph, taken ca. 1905. Hahn
worked in the construction trade.

Enjoy our Local History!
Atlas of Berien County Michigan, 1873($24.95) Quantity: Total: $
Greetings fom Berien Springs($21.95)BACK IN PRINT! Quantity: Total: $
Greetings fom Buchanan($24.95)BACK IN PRINT! Quantity: Total: $
The Geat Pee Mauette Tain Wreck($14.95) Quantity: Total: $
The Flight of theGraf Zeppelin ($14.95) Quantity: Total: $
Twin City Trolleys($8.95) Quantity: Total: $
Millennial Misions & Eathly Pursuits($8.95) Quantity: Total: $
The $ory of Buchanana history ($14.95) Quantity: Total: $
SPECIAL: Greetings from Buchanar& Sory of Buchanan Quantity: Total: $
Get both for $29.95
Sub-Total $

Discounts (Library 20%/Member 10%) $
State sales tax (6% for Michigan orders only) $
Shipping ($3.95 for Ibook, $1.00 each additional book;

$5.00 for theitlas of Berrien County) $

Save on shipping and pick up your books from the History Cetue!S TOTAL $

. Make check/money
SHIPTO: order payable to: Berrien County Historiéaisn.
P.O. Box 261, Berrien Springs, Ml 49103. (269) 471-1202.

Name: For Credit Cad orders (\lsa & MC)
Address: Credit Card #

City: Expiration Date:

State Zip Name on Card :

Tele: Signature:




New Exhibit;

The Boys of Summer: House of David and
Old Time Baseball

Visit our latest exhibit
at the History Center at
Courthouse Squarg&he
Boys of SummeiThe
Israelite House of David
fielded one of the best
baseball teams in the
world. The long-haired,
bearded players originated
night baseball and the
pepper gameThey
sometimes took on major
league teams; one of their
proudest moments came in
1933 when they beat the
St. Louis Cardinals by a
score of 8-6.

Today the House of
David Echoes continue the
tradition with vintage

Catcher/third baseman Geer“Andy” baseball games (1858
Anderson, one of the true stars of the rules) at Marys City of
House of David ball clubThe exhibit David.

features an autographed baseball.

The House of David did not monopolize
Berrien County baseball. Minor league
teams flourished as well, including the S

Joe Locals. Howard Olson
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Letters and advertising literature for the team.

wore this uniforr]\

when he pitched for the Locals in 1914.

: Join the History Center T oday!

® Name: Phone:
[ ]
: Address: Fax:
: City. State: Zip: E-mail:
Membership categories:
Basic Supporting .
[ ]Individual $20 [ ] Contributing $40 We have many volunteer opportunities at
[ ]Family $30 [ 1Sust aining $50 the History Center . Call Kristen Patzer ,
[ ]Institutional $40 [ ] Patron $100 . . .
[ ]Benefactor $500 volunteer coordinator , for information.

Additional donation $
Amount Enclosed: $

Please make checks payable tothe Berrien County
Historical Association or

Please charge my credit card : (Circle one)
MasterCard Visa

Expiration Date:

Mail or fax to: BCHA, PO Box 261,
Berrien Springs, Ml 49103

Card Number: Phone: (269) 471-1202 Fax: (269) 471-7412
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Continuing and Upcoming Events

Ongoing: The Boys of Summer: House of David and Old-  November5: Remember the Ladie$Aoman’s Sufrage in
Time Baseball. Tour our newest exhibit at the History Center America. At The Museum at Southwestern Michigan
Museum winter hours are 10 a.m. - 5 p.m., Mondays-Fridays.College, Dowagiac. 6:30 p.m.

October 16: An Evening with Mark Twain. Join us at Lake = December: Picturing the Twin Cities. Visit Orchards Mall
Michigan College for Mc&oy Laynes portrayal of author and in Benton Chartefownship for a special exhibit of photo-
humorist MarkTwain. We'll have music, dinnedoor prizes graphs of & Joseph and Benton Harbat. Sherwin Murphy

and a fantastic program! Call (269) 471-1202 to make a skilled amateur photogrpapheaptured hundreds of scenes

reservationsThe evening starts at 6:00 p.m. throughout the twin cities. Photographic negatives in the
History Center collections date from the late 1950s through

October 30: Grave MattersA History of Graveyards, the early 1960s, and Murphy dated most of them to the exg

Cemeteries, Markers, Monumesntaind Mausoleums. day If you grew up in the area, you'll love these pictures of

Celebrate Halloween with the History Centers’ director and the towns the way you remember them when you were a kid

curator Frances Porter Snyder and Robert Myers as they ~ (Exact dates and houf8A).

present a PowerPoint program about gravestone art. Learn the Picturing the Win Citieswill kick off our latest book,

meaning of all those motifs on cemetery headstones. 7:00 p.@reetings fom $. Joseph.Sill incomplete as we go to
press, the book will be about 300 pages of photographs ang
text.




